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Stefani Sugihara
NAAAP - Seattle

September 14, 2013

Reference for Deborah LaHaela
HelmsBriscoe

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this letter of reference to share the professional qualities and experiences of Deborah
LaHaela. Deborah played a critical part in securing a venue for the National Association of Asian
American Professionals' 2013 Gala & Scholarship Celebration. As the Gala Chair, I had the pleasure of
working closely with her on this event and I was tremendously impressed with her impeccable
communication skills and work ethic.

Deborah took the time to listen to our requirements and provided us with several fantastic options to
choose from. Not only did we fall in love with the selected location, but she also did an excellent job of
negotiating an extremely reasonable price for the room fee/food & beverage minimum. I know the
Board was very impressed and pleased with how quickly everything came together.

Having Deborah's assistance has saved me a lot of time and stress and, , must say that, I've really
enjoyed not having to do all of the leg work myself this year. I highly recommend her services to anyone
planning an event and I look forward to utilizing her expertise again in the future.

Sincerely,

Stefani Sugihara
Gala Chair I NAAAP- Seattle

National Association of Asian American Professionals I P.O. Box 19888 Seattle, WA 98109 I www.naaapseattle.org



July 30, 2013
Helms Briscoe
20875 North 90th Place
Scottsdale, AZ 85255, USA

To Whom It May Concern,

I’m writing to let you know about our delightful experience working with Deborah 
LaHaela. My business partner and I run a an event for moms called MamaCon. 
MamaCon is very much like a business conference - we have speakers, a trade 
show, keynote, mini-spa services and lunch. 

We are launching our third event in May 2014. For the last two years we’ve held 
the event at the Hilton in Bellevue Washington for which we negotiated the 
contract ourselves. For 2014, we knew we needed to change the venue and find a 
better arrangement all around and we enlisted Deborah to help. 

What a difference she made for us! She explained where we went wrong in our 
negotiations with the hotel so we understood how she would handle it differently. 
She was able to shine a light on the industry in a way that opened our eyes and 
made us very happy to have her take on the hotel negotiations.  

Deborah quickly assessed our very specific needs and with in a very short period of 
time found the perfect hotel which fits every requirement we have. She handled all 
of the conversations with the hotel sales staff and was completely transparent with 
us about how the conversations were progressing. 

She saved us so much time, anguish and money - the cost is 1/2 of what we were 
paying - it is amazing.  We had a completely stress free, easy, simple and fun 
experience working with her and cannot say enough good things about her 
professionalism, knowledge and highly recommend her for anyone who is planning 
an event and needs help with finding the perfect venue.

Sincerely yours,

Amy Lang

15127 NE 24TH ST. #123, Redmond WA 98052    T: 425-522-2417     E: Info@MamaCon.net      w: MamaCon.net


